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he 1999 Legisla- 

ture gave Orego- 
nians another reason 
to observe the begin- 

ning of the new 

millennium safely and 
soberly — a fourth 
drunken driving 
offense will be a felony 
beginning on New 
Year’s Eve Day. 

“Legislators thought 
that date would be a 
good, symbolic time to 
start with the stiffer 
penalties,” said Debra 
Downey Gilmour, Impaired Driving 
Program coordinator for Transportation 
Safety Division. 

A fourth conviction in a 10-year period will 
carry fines from $2,000 up to $100,000, a maxi- 
mum five-year jail sentence, or both. The new law 
also imposes minimum fines that range from 
$1,000 for a first-time offense to $2,000 for a third 
or subsequent conviction. 

“In Oregon, one-third of people convicted of 
DUII each year are repeat offenders,” Gilmour 
said. “Repeat offenders show a blatant disregard 
for the hazards they present to themselves and 
others by their choice to continue to drive under 
the influence of intoxicants.” 

For the past three years, 94 percent of surveyed 
Oregonians have indicated that drinking and 


Final countdown 


2K, the most talked about event in recent 

memory, is just days away and ODOT is 
ready. As the 1900s fade and the Year 2000 begins, 
ODOT computer experts, traffic engineers, 
maintenance workers and project managers are 
busily preparing for the rollover weekend. 

“We have inventoried, remediated, imple- 
mented and tested as much as we can,” said Lynn 
Cartwright, Year 2000 program manager. “Now, 
all that is left is executing the remainder of the 
plan.” 

The journey began during the fall of 1996 
when ODOT initiated the first phases of the Y2K 
project — inventory and assessment. The inven- 
tory found more than 120 computer systems with 
more than 18,000 system components. ODOT 


Inside... 


Director Grace Crunican looks at 
_ accomplishments and what's ahead. 
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Now, drinking and driving 
can mean a felony conviction 


and a $100,000 fine. 


Drive Sober. The Way to Go. 
Transportation Safety — ODOT 


driving is unacceptable social behavior. 

“That is one reason Oregon has progressive 
laws such as a legal blood alcohol limit of .08 
percent and people convicted of DUII lose their 
driver license for at least a year,’ Gilmour said. 

However, the percentage of alcohol-involved 
fatal crashes has remained relatively level for the 
past six years in Oregon, Gilmour noted. In 1998, 
nearly 42 percent of the state’s 538 fatalities 
involved alcohol. 

“This means that more than 220 people-died 
needlessly due to someone’s irresponsible behav- 
ior, she said. 

To-spread the word about the stronger DUII 
penalties, the Transportation Safety Division has 
produced a radio public service announcement 


Oregon Department of Transportation 
Web site: www.odot.state.or.us 


and billboard messages and will join with part- 
ners at a press conference in Portland this month. 
Since early September, district attorneys have 
given information about the new law to people 
receiving DUI1’s. Other information efforts are 
planned for next year, Gilmour said. (Written by 
Monte Turner, modal divisions information 
representative, 503/986-4180.) VW 


During the holiday season it is 
particularly important for all 
Oregonians to help prevent 
needless death and injury on the 
highways. 


> Take the keys from a friend 
who’s had too much to drink. 


> Always have a designated driver 
when you go out. 


> Support alcohol-free holiday 
and public events. 


> Ifyou spot a driver who appears 
to be impaired, call 1-800-24- 
DRUNK or 911. 

> Above all, don’t drink and drive 
yourself. 


lo big weekend underway 


staff and contractors identified 18 million lines of 
code with possible date problems. 

Approximately 84 staff and third party contrac- 
tors have been working on the problem for nearly 
three years, and finally the finish line is in sight. 

“We have worked toward the goal of providing 
essential ODOT services to Oregonians on and 
after Jan. 1, 2000,” said Cartwright. 

The uncertainty of what may happen as the 
calendar rolls over has been a driving force in 
ODOT’s preparedness efforts. With the majority of 
the preparation complete, ODOT is set for the big 
weekend. 

“People throughout ODOT will be available on the 
rollover weekend to handle any problems that may 
occur,” said Dave White, ODOT chief information 


Central Oregon receives expanded 
bus service. 


officer. “Dozens of people will be working through 
the midnight hour on the 31“ to ensure our systems 
and transportation infrastructure are functioning 
correctly and ready for ‘business as usual?” 

“The public expects ODOT to respond effec- 
tively to a natural disaster. We’ve been doing it for 
years. They stand back in awe as we come in and 
respond. Y2K is a little different,” said Tom Lulay, 
executive deputy director of ODOT’s Operations 
Division. “There might not be that standing back in 
awe. It may be the public saying, ‘Come on guys, 
you should have been able to handle this.’ I think 
the extra preparation effort will benefit us. There 
is a different emphasis with Y2K.” (Written by 
Robert Smith, Y2K information representative, 
503/986-4334.) W 


Brochure helps parents determine 
bike helmet fit. 


Grace Crunican, Director 


E ach of you has contributed to the restora- 
tion of this department’s reputation as an 
agency that works and one that finds new ways to 
better serve Oregonians. As you recall, that was 
my main objective going into the 1999 Legislative 
session, and I can say that we accomplished our 
objective. We are better today than we were a year 
ago in getting the best return on taxpayer dollars, 
but not as good as we will be a year from now. 
The improvement continues thanks to each of 
your contributions on every level. 

The Legislature clearly saw the need for new 
investment in the highway system through a gas 
tax increase, and they also chose to fund transit 
and passenger rail through a new $19 million in 
General Fund commitment. DMV continues to 
build on its successes and keeps hitting its 
performance targets with regularity, all the while 
tackling the Y2K challenges with Information 
Systems staff. At Motor Carrier, hard work is 
paying off in increased membership in the Green 
Light program, and increased truck inspections 
have led to a reduction in truck crashes. We 
finalized the Oregon Transportation Plan, the 
Oregon Highway Plan and several other plans 
that will guide our work over the next several 
years. 


Our number one priority 


There are many more success stories than we 
have space for here, but I do want to mention a 
very significant improvement in highway safety 
— fatalities are down 25 percent from a year ago. 
If we are able to maintain these numbers through 
the end of the year, it will be the single biggest 
drop in fatalities since the seat belt law was 


It’s that time of year again when we 
look back at the year just finished to 
see what we accomplished, and to look 
ahead to the coming year, in this case, 
a new millennium, and set our sights 
on what we hope to accomplish. 


enacted in 1991. That means that we do have an 
impact on behavior and, in fact, can help save lives. 

It was sad for all of us that we began the year 
with the tragedy of Dennis Edwards’ death in the 
Sunset Tunnel. During 1999, we also saw eight 
fatalities in work zones. We have to work hard 
toward getting that number to zero this year. 

As a remembrance to our workers killed in the 
line of duty, we are moving forward to establish a 
memorial garden in front of the Transportation 
Building in Salem. You will hear more about this 
memorial as we move forward with the details of 
its implementation. 


What to expect in 2000 


The new year brings the promise of more 
challenges and the opportunity to increase our 
reputation as an agency that delivers the best 
products for the least cost. We are already moving 
to craft an agency strategy that will provide the 
direction for the next two to three years. 


A look 
into the 
past 


Building the 
McKenzie 
Highway, 
vo 


Building on our 1999 work to integrate the 
Highway Plan, Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program, and budget, we can 
draw a tighter connection between manage- 
ment, performance objectives. and agency 
benchmarks. There will be more about that 
later, as well. 

Finally, I know the May 2000 vote on the HB 
2082 package is on everyone’s mind. If the 
funding package survives, we will have the 
challenge to deliver the projects funded by the 
bill. If it does not survive, we will have the 
challenge to deliver more for the dollars we 
have. Either way, I know taxpayers will count on 
you to give them the best bang for the buck that 
you can. It is important, however, that we 
ODOT employees not take sides on this issue 
while on the job. It is entirely up to the voters. 

I wish you the happiest of holiday seasons 
and highest hopes for a rewarding and safe 
2000. Thanks for your service to the people and 
the State of Oregon. V 


RWIS helps ODOT monitor winter road conditions 


merging technologies are helping ODOT 

anticipate adverse weather and road 
conditions. One such technology is the Road 
and Weather Information System. 

RWIS consists of unmanned weather 
stations that are placed along the roadway. The 
current ODOT network has more than 25 
RWIS stations with several more under con- 
struction. The stations collect weather and 
pavement condition information — tempera- 
ture, humidity, visibility, presence of rain or 
snow, wind speed and direction. Computer 
networks forward this information to ODOT 


maintenance crews, and via the Internet to the 
public. 

According to Robert Fynn of ODOT’s 
Traffic Management Section, RWIS has several 
benefits. Forecasting freezing conditions means 
that ODOT can do a better job in the applica- 
tion of anti-icing products. Applying anti-icing 
products before the pavement freezes is more 
efficient, saving money and preventing waste 
and runoff. RWIS monitoring and forecasting 
also reduces the need to have dedicated per- 
sonnel patrolling critical roadways. 

The traveling public and commercial 


truckers also benefit from the RWIS network. By 
visiting Travel Advisor, ODOT’s travel informa- 
tion Web site, motorists can view the most 
current weather information. The RWIS infor- 
mation paints a useful picture of the current road 
conditions, especially when combined with Travel 
Advisor’s highway camera images. Better road 
condition information supports better decision- 
making by motorists during times of adverse 
weather conditions. (Written by Dan Knoll, 
Region 5 information representative, 541/963- 
1330, and Robert Fynn, Traffic Management, 
503/986-3588.) W 


Expanded bus service begins 
in Central Oregon next month 


he first phase of expanded statewide 

intercity bus service connecting to Amtrak 
trains will begin next month with service from 
Chemult to Bend and Redmond. 

The new service will start Sunday, Jan. 2, 
2000, and will operate Sundays, Tuesdays and 
Fridays. Buses will stop in Redmond, Bend, 
Sunriver and LaPine and connect to Amtrak’s 
Coast Starlight at Chemult. The Starlight travels 
daily between Seattle and Los Angeles. 

ODOT will contract with a private company 
to provide the bus service. The arrangement 
provides financial support during startup. 
Once passenger volume reaches a certain level, 
the company shares profits with ODOT. 

“We expect the service to be self-supporting 
in a few years,” said Bob Krebs of the Rail 
Division. 

“We’ve been selling tickets since November 
and expect good response this winter from 
skiers traveling by train,” he said. 

Local tourism and recreation organizations 
have been receptive to the new service and are 
helping promote it. 

During the next few months, similar con- 
nections will link trains in the Willamette 
Valley to Eastern, Central and Southern 
Oregon. Another train will be added between 
Portland and Eugene. 

The new services will extend the economic 
benefits of the rail corridor to other areas of 


Seriously silly 


the state and fill missing links in Oregon’s 
intercity bus network, Krebs noted. 

The routes are part of a $10 million state 
General Fund appropriation to the Rail 
Division to increase public transportation. The 
expansion is part 


of the Oregon ; 

Traneporetion, £0) train and bus 
Network, which schedule and fare 
eee by information, call 
Kitzhaber and Amtrak: 1-800- USA- 
funded bythe = RAIL or consult the 
1999 Legislature. 4 mtrak Web site at 
Besides connect- 

ingtrainsand Wwww.amtrak.com. 


buses, the 

package increased funding for elderly and 
disabled transportation services. The legisla- 
tion requires improved coordination among 
ODOT, private transportation service provid- 
ers and the Oregon Department of Human 
Services. 

Since 1992 when Congress designated the rail 
corridor between Eugene and Vancouver, B.C., 
as the Pacific Northwest High Speed Rail 
Corridor, Oregon has received $25 million in 
federal rail dollars to improve safety and 
increase speed. Freight railroads also have 
funded track and signal improvements. (Written 
by Monte Turner, modal divisions information 
representative 503/986-4180.) W 


ODOT employees raise 
money for holiday foy drive 


he folks at ODOT’s Motor Carrier 
Transportation and the Financial 
Services divisions have been racing to raise 
money and toys for this holiday season. 
Both groups have given many lunch 
hours to support the 1999 “Holidays at the 
Capitol” State Agency Toy Drive. They 
recently held tricycle races during their 
lunch hour to raise money toward toy 
purchases. 
In other events, employees used Silly 
String™ to “string up the boss,” and 


dressed up in crazy outfits. They have 
raised more than $1,100 and expect their 
efforts to reach $1,500 this holiday season. 

Over the last 14 years, the “Holidays at 
the Capitol” toy drive has made the holiday 
season brighter for needy youngsters. Each 
year, state agencies donate thousands of 
toys to the Salvation Army’s Toys for Joy 
Program and distribute them before the 
holidays. (Written by Mac McGowan, Motor 
Carrier Transportation information repre- 
sentative, 503/986-3451.) W 


Program 
helps ODOT 
and small 
businesses 


he statewide Emerging Small 

Business (ESB) Matching Funds 
Program provides money for small, 
state-funded ODOT projects to be 
awarded to ESB businesses in Oregon. 

Purchasing Analyst Tom Strandberg 
and Civil Rights’ Henry Manjarres in 
Eastern Oregon’s Region 5, have kick 
started a long dormant ESB program 
in their area. In the past 18 months, 
Strandberg and Manjarres have put 
extra effort into the program and it’s 
paying off. 

“We currently have over $80,000 in 
matching funds assigned to six new 
projects in the region,” said Strandberg. 
“This is in addition to about $148,300 in 
matching funds that were allocated for 
Eastern Oregon ODOT projects over the 
past year.” 

To be awarded a bid for a project that 
uses these matching funds, businesses 
must be certified as an ESB and comply 
with the bidding requirements. Certifi- 
cation is restricted to Oregon-based 
firms with 19 or fewer employees, with 
average annual gross receipts over the 
last three years not exceeding $1 million 
for construction firms and $300,000 for 
non-construction-related firms. An ESB 
also must be properly licensed, legally 
registered, and independently owned. 
Firms may only be certified as an ESB 
for seven years. 

ODOT divisions and regions can 
identify small projects that need fund- 
ing. Several Region 5 construction 
projects have benefited from the ESB 
Matching Funds Program. These include 
the construction of a sidewalk on 
the north end of Island Avenue in 
La Grande, the replacement of a pedes- 
trian overpass on Dewey Avenue in 
Baker City, and repairs to the stream 
bank along Oregon 244 near the Grande 
Ronde River to reduce erosion and 
maintain fish habitat. 

In Region 5, project applicants are 
required to send an application to 
Strandberg that describes the project, 
estimated total cost, and amount of 
matching funds needed. The program 
offers 50 percent in matching funds, up 
to $25,000 for smaller state-funded jobs 
that typically total $50,000 or less. 

“It’s a real positive program,” 
Strandberg said. “Henry and I feel very 
strongly about making sure Region 5 
participates and receives its share of the 
funds, so we’ve put in extra effort to 
educate our customers. We’re proud of 
the results we’ve seen so far and are 
looking forward to making the program 
even more successful.” For more infor- 
mation, contact your region purchasing 
analyst. (Written by Dan Knoll, Region 5 
information representative, 541/963- 
1330.) V 


ODOT’s innovative efforts to protect sensitive fish 
habitat are becoming part of everyday work 


Tom Lulay 
Executive Deputy Director of Operations 


hen it comes to environmental issues, 

especially the protection of fish habitat, 
ODOT is not the same agency we were two years 
ago. 

We are using innovative efforts internally and 
with our agency partners to protect sensitive fish 
habitat and other environmentally sensitive 
areas. These innovations are becoming part of 
our everyday work, and are paying off in big 
ways. A few of our important successes include: 


Salmon Resource and Sensitive Area 
Mapping Project (SRSAM) — ODOT is 
mapping environmental resources, including 
critical or sensitive habitat for threatened and 
endangered fish, along state highways and 
bridges. Once mapped, crews can vary their 
maintenance practices to avoid impacting 
natural and cultural resources. Resource special- 
ists and biologists, archaeologists and project 
managers will use this information to determine 
areas that need special attention. The Region 3 
inventory maps are complete and the Region 2 
inventory is done and maps are expected in 
2000. The rest of the regions will follow. 

As part of the mapping project, ODOT 
Archaeologist Hal Gard and the University of 
Oregon developed a modeling program to 
predict the probability of archaeological sites 
along highway right of way. This model is 
receiving national attention. 


ODOT Routine Road Maintenance, 
Water Quality and Habitat Guide Best 
Management Practices — This report is a 
technical review of routine road maintenance 
activities performed with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. We hope the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service adopts these as 
best practices for protecting sensitive fish 
habitat. NMFS is proposing this document as 
the technical basis for allowing routine road 
maintenance activities within the Coast/ 
Willamette, Mid-Columbia and Northeast 
basins containing listed species. To our knowl- 
edge, this approach has never been used before 
for road maintenance activities. 


Streambank Stabilization Team — 
Formed by ODOT to identify construction, 
maintenance and emergency repair techniques 
that can impact streambanks and sensitive fish 
habitat, this group has: 


P Developed guidelines for emergency 
streambank repairs. 

P Developed agreements with state and 
federal regulators on ditch maintenance 
permits. 

P Proposed a method that project teams 
and designers can use to balance safety, 
environment and costs for construction 
and maintenance work. 


Agency awareness — There has been a 
large increase in our awareness of how transpor- 
tation activities can impact the environment, and 
a new willingness and understanding to work 
together to solve problems. It’s not just Environ- 
mental Services directing the charge; the agency 
as a whole is contributing to the effort to protect 
sensitive habitats. For example, Region 3 has a 
prototype called the “Environmental Learnings 
Program.” Modeled after ODOT’s successful 
safety program, environmental considerations 
become part of everyday work, rather than just 
responding to regulations. 


Culvert modifications — Another huge 
success is the culvert modification program. 
ODFW has inventoried all state and county 


roads to identify which existing culverts do not 
adequately provide fish passage. ODOT has 
worked for the past three years to modify and 
replace these pipes. So far, more than 50 pipes 
have been modified, opening up more than 100 
miles of sensitive fish habitat. The Oregon 
Transportation Commission allocated $12 
million in the 2000-2003 Statewide Transporta- 
tion Improvement Program for this effort. 


Trusted partnerships with regulator 
agencies — We have earned a good reputa- 
tion for identifying conflicts between transpor- 
tation issues and environmental laws, and built 
a trustful relationship with many regulators on 
proactive problem solving. The Willamette 
River Initiative looks to us to spearhead solu- 
tions for urban transportation issues facing the 
watershed. The Federal Highway Administra- 
tion, counties and cities ask us for advice on 
environmental challenges. 

I also want to acknowledge the work of Sue 
Chase, ODOT’s Salmon Recovery program 
manager. She has been a strong influence and 
has led our efforts to improve fish habitat and 
protect the environment. She deserves a lot of 
credit for helping to make this a part of what we 
do on a daily basis. 

Many employees have worked to identify how 
the department can be a remarkable contributor 
to the success and health of Oregon’s rivers and 
streams. We continue to build an integrated, 
statewide approach, with clear guidelines and 
directions for construction and maintenance 
work. As we move forward, we will continue to 
provide leadership and be an example of how 
one agency, working in partnership with others, 
can make a difference. W 


For more information 
about ODOT’s salmon 
recovery initiative, visit 


www.odot.state.or.us/eshtm// 
odot_salmon.htm 


Golden Scupper Award 
goes fo Jason Neil 


project manager with ODOT’s 
Environmental Services is the third 
recipient of the Golden Scupper Award. 

Jason Neil received a certificate 
signed by Director Grace Crunican and 
Executive Deputy Director Tom Lulay. 
Neil also gets to display the rotating 
Golden Scupper trophy for one year. 
The award is given annually for creative | 
and innovative solutions to transporta- 
tion issues in carrying out the Oregon 
Plan for salmon recovery. 

Neil was recognized for his leadership 
in ODOT’s Salmon Resource and 
Sensitive Area Mapping Project. (See 
story above.) 


“His creative ways of gathering information 


took the project idea and the preliminary 
direction of the maps to become a very 
effective and recognized tool for both project 
development and maintenance,” according to 
Lulay. 

Neil joins Hydraulics Engineer Lance Clark, 
Salem, and Specialty Crew Supervisor Phil 
Moore, Roseburg, as recipients of the award. 
The award is named for the achievements of 
Moore, the award’s first recipient. He designed 
a scupper drainage cartridge to keep waste 
from Interstate 5 from entering the Umpqua 
River. His challenge was to design a scupper 
that cost less than $10 each. (Written by Beth 
Wilson, 503/986-3429.) W 


Bike helmet brochure serves as national model 


he Transportation Safety Division and 

partner organizations have developed a 
user-friendly brochure to help children and adults 
select the right bicycle helmet and fit it properly. 

“We searched the nation and couldn't find a 
good brochure on this topic, so we decided to do 
our own,” said Meschelle Cookson who coordi- 
nated the project. “Now we're getting a lot of 
interest from other states and organizations 
wanting to use our brochure or concept and 
we're absolutely delighted.” 

The full-color brochure features two young- 
sters as models selected by the Boys and Girls 
Club of Salem, Marion and Polk counties. Close- 
up photos of the models show seven specific 
steps for choosing the right size helmet and then 
fitting it properly to provide maximum protec- 
tion. 

“We asked helmet manufacturers, bicycle 
safety experts and kids at bicycle safety events to 
test a draft to make sure it contained the best 
information and was easily understood,” 
Cookson said. “We made dozens of changes 
before everyone was happy.’ 

Oregon law requires all youths under 16 years 
old to wear a bicycle helmet. Wearing a bicycle 
helmet can reduce the risk of head injury by 85 
percent, Cookson noted. 


Historic highway 
included in 
legacy project 


newly restored transportation link in the 

Columbia River Gorge has been honored 
nationally as part of a federal millennium project in 
conjunction with the White House. 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton announced the 
50 Millennium Legacy Trails in Washington, D.C., 
including the Historic Columbia River Highway State 
Trail. 

Jeanette Kloos, ODOT’s Scenic Area coordinator in 
Region 1, attended the White House ceremony. She said 
the special designation will raise the visibility of the new 
trail and the entire Columbia River Gorge. It also might 
help attract more funding for continued restoration of 
the entire historic highway. 

“As those who have experienced it know, this section 
of highway provides some of the most breathtaking 
views of any scenic area in the country,’ Kloos said. 

The popular five-mile trail, located between Cascade 
Locks and Eagle Creek, features a paved surface to 
accommodate walkers and cyclists. 

The 50 trails were selected based on their ability to 
“honor the past and imagine the future” as part 
America’s legacy for the year 2000, sponsors said. 

The trails — located in 47 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands — 
became part of a network of greenways, as well as water, 
rail and long-distance trails. They were nominated 
because they preserve open spaces, interpret history and 
encourage recreation. 

“These 50 Millennium Legacy trails symbolize the 
spirit of our efforts to connect our nation’s culture, 
heritage and communities,” Mrs. Clinton said. 

The White House Millennium Council, the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, and a non-profit group, 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, selected the trails from 
thousands of nominations made by state governors and 
other officials. 

Winning trails will receive funding for preservation 
of historic structures, public art projects and interpre- 
tive displays. 

The National Endowment for the Arts contributed a 
$520,000 grant to support arts along the routes, and 
American Express also donated $500,000. (Written by 
Ron Scheele, Region 1 information representative, 503/ 
731-8263.) V 


“But an improperly fitted helmet gives a false 
sense of security and may do more harm than 
good if it slides off the head during a crash,” 
Cookson pointed out. 

“We had great help from external partners and 
tremendous support from department staff,” 
Cookson said. 

The Bicycle Transportation Alliance and 
Trauma Nurses Talk Tough helped create the 
brochure. ODOT’s Reprographic and Design 
Unit completed graphics work. The Photo and 


Easy steps for a perfect fit 


Video Services Unit shot the photos. Records 
Management and Forms staff arranged printing. 

The Safety Division expects the brochure to be 
a best seller. Staff members are seeking sponsors 
to help fund a second printing. The National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration funded 
printing and production of the first edition. 

To order a packet of 25 brochures, contact the 
ODOT Storeroom at 503/986-2793. (Written by 
Monte Turner, modal divisions public information 
representative, 503/986-4180.) W 


> The helmet should sit level on the head so that the fore- 
head is covered within two finger widths of the eyebrow. 
> Side straps should form a “V” shape under, and slightly in 


front of, the ears. 

> The helmet should fit tight. A 
big yawn should pull the 
helmet down on the head. 
If not, tighten the chin 
strap. 

> If the helmet rocks back 
more than two fingers 
above the eyebrows or 
into your eyes, it is foo 
loose, Adjust side straps. 


The brochure stresses that a 
helmet lasts only one crash. 
You should replace a helmet 


more than five years old or if you: hit your head, drop your Bae 


helmet repeatedly, or see damage. 


The brochure also offers a list of principles for safe riding: 


> Ride on the right with traffic. 
Use hand signals. 

Obey traffic signs and signals. 
Be visible and ride alertly. 

Be predictable. 


vvvvyv 


wt 


Community needs met during 
Breitenbush Bridge closure 


losing a major east-west link between 

Central Oregon and the Willamette Valley 
twice within a few weeks required extensive 
community involvement with residents, 
travelers and businesses. 

Traffic on Oregon 22, the North Santiam 
Highway, now flows smoothly following a 
repair project that twice closed the Breitenbush 
Bridge at Detroit for two days. Although the 
project closed the highway for two extended 
periods and restricted traffic to one-way travel 
for 75 days, travelers and the local communi- 
ties accepted the disruptions with a minimal 
amount of complaints. 

“We did a good job of getting out into the 
communities and explaining this project,“ said 
Project Manager Ron Clay. “When we ex- 
plained why we had to totally close the bridge 
and what we were going to do to make sure 
emergency and essential services would 
continue, the people understood. They weren't 
completely happy about it, but they under- 
stood. That made the project a lot more 
acceptable to them.” 

During the two total closures, ODOT 
arranged for a shuttle between the west end of 
the bridge and the parking lot of a nearby U.S. 
Forest Service ranger station. Local residents 
who commuted to Salem each day could park 


their vehicles at the ranger station, then shuttle 
to the bridge where pre-arranged transporta- 
tion could take them to their homes. ODOT 
also worked with the local school district to 
make sure students could get to and from 
school without disruption. Mail deliveries also 
continued uninterrupted during the closure. 

“Keeping the information flowing between 
ODOT and the local communities was very 
important during this project,” said Dave 
Davis, region public information representa- 
tive. 

“But by getting the word out early and often, 
we were able to lessen some of that impact,” 
Davis added. “We held town meetings, sent out 
flyers, set up a toll-free telephone line and sent 
out a steady stream of traffic advisories to local 
and regional media and the trucking industry. 
The contractor and ODOT maintenance forces 
also set up a number of variable message 
boards at key locations not only on Oregon 22, 
but on Interstate 5 in the valley and U.S. 20 at 
Sisters to advise motorists of the closure.” 

“And a big factor in the success of this 
project is that we had a contractor who got in, 
did the work and got out right on schedule,” 
added Clay. “All these things worked together 
to bring this project to a successful conclu- 
sion. 
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Nominations due Jan. 31 for 
Excellence Award candidates 


o you know coworkers who have made 
Dee contributions to ODOT 
during the past year? If so, nominate them for 
an Excellence Award. 

The Excellence Award honors and recognizes 
exceptional individual and team contributions 
to the work of a team, region or division, and 
ultimately to the organization. 

Owen Herzberg, manager of Motor Carrier 
Transportation’s Technical Services Unit, finds 
that, “the time it takes to recognize others, to 
give a pat on the back, to take a moment and 
give praise costs nothing. In return, when this is 
done, and you are the beneficiary, it can make a 


bad day better, a good day great and just might 
be contagious enough to have you pass it on to 
the next person. The benefit of such a deed far 
outweighs the cost.” 

Nomination forms are available from the 
Excellence Award packets hanging on most 
bulletin boards, or from members of region and 
branch recognition committees. Marta Eriksen, 
Employee Recognition coordinator encourages 
employees to contact their local recognition 
committee members with questions, or for help 
completing the nomination forms. Nominations 
must be turned in by Jan. 31. Winners will be 
announced in early spring. 


Jackson Scholarship brochures 
available at high schools 


t’s time for your graduating senior to be 
| Bae about the Glenn Jackson Scholar- 
ship. The Oregon State Scholarship Commis- 
sion will begin accepting applications Jan. 3, 
2000. 

Applicants for awards must be dependents 
of current, regular status employees or retirees 
of ODOT or the Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department, who have been employed for at 
least three years. Applicants must be graduat- 
ing high school seniors and eligible for enroll- 
ment as full-time undergraduates at any two- 
or four-year post secondary institution. 


lisse: 


Everett Carroll — Grants Pass, from Gordon 
Anderson, mayor of Grants Pass. Everett assisted the 
city of Grants Pass to plant trees on state access. “Just a 
short note of thanks for the great help you gave the 
Earth Stewards tree planting project. I sure appreciated 
your help in getting the tree holes drilled and planted.” 

Ashland Maintenance — from State Senator Lenn 
Hannon, District 26, Jackson County. “You have all 
been extremely busy and ‘put to the test’ this last 
winter with major snow and storm clean-ups in our 
southern Oregon region. I want you to know how 
proud I am of the work you have done. Working 
behind the scenes to make traveling safe and comfort- 
able for our citizens does not always reap great 
rewards. In fact, it can be a rather thankless job at 
times. Please accept my gratitude for your past work 
and for that which will be accomplished in the future. 
Great job!” 

Ashland Maintenance — from State Representa- 
tive Judy Uherbelau, District 52, Jackson County. “The 
long hours and the hard work that all of you have put 
in has not gone unnoticed and I commend your 
efforts.” 

Tim Lollar and John Crager — Shady, from June 
McLoglen, Friday Harbor, Wash. “You should be 
complimented on having such understanding, helpful 
and caring people on your staff as Tim Lollar and John 
Crager. My car broke down on Roberts Mountain with 
my 87-year-old mother and three cats on board. I felt 
so helpless until Tim and John came along and took 
command of the situation.” 

Harold Wolford — La Grande MCTD, from Jan 
Kerns of the Kerns Rainbow Ranch, Haines. The Kerns 
had a problem with an F plate. “Harold could have 
made the experience for us very unpleasant. Instead, at 
all times he treated me with respect and courtesy. This 
attitude was most helpful in making this a learning 
situation for us.” 
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Applications can be obtained from your 
student’s local high school guidance counselor. 
Ask for the Oregon State Scholarship Commis- 
sion Private Award brochure. Completed 
applications are due to the scholarship com- 
mission by March 1, 2000. 

The Glenn Jackson Scholarship Program 1s 
made possible by the generous donations of 
employees of ODOT and Parks. Your contribu- 
tions and support of the program are greatly 
appreciated. 


Michael Ronkin — Salem, from Independence 
Chief of Police Vernon Wells. Michael was instrumen- 
tal in helping Independence find funds for new 
sidewalks along Highway 51. “Thank you so much for 
your help with this project — it is looking great. [am 
hearing nothing but praise for the project. ODOT is 
building some truly positive community support with 
this project.” 

Bob Pirrie, Bob Wood, Ernie Keiski, Larry Vallad 
and Willard Bradshaw — Region 2 staff, from 
Lincoln County Board of Commissioners. All were 
involved in designating a portion of Highway 20 as a 
safety corridor. “All of the ODOT staff have been very 
helpful in the committee’s work.” 

Orren Vann — Salem Bridge Inspection, from Dr. 
Lucille Shepard, Lincoln City. “Thank you for being an 
“angel of mercy” for stopping to help me with my car. 
I don’t know what I would have done without your 
help.” 

Dave Nixon and Jim Curry — Clackamas, from 
Donn Williams, LaughlinCartrell, Inc., Carlton. Mr. 
Williams’ car had a flat tire while he was driving to the 
airport to catch a flight. Because of a medical condi- 
tion that prevented him from changing the flat, he was 
stuck. “I would like to express to you and to the other 
employees in your district our most sincere thanks 
and appreciation for the assistance.” 

TEAM Oregon Motorcycle Safety Training — 
from Keith Medaugh. “I just wanted to drop a note to 
say thanks for the class and what I learned. Your 
instructors were awesome and don't let them ease up a 
bit.” 

Raymond Moffatte — Portland Incident Re- 
sponse, from Kathleen Julian. Ms. Julian thanked 
Raymond for his help when her car stopped on the 
Interstate 5 Terwilliger Curves. “I am so grateful for his 
help and that the state is using our taxes so wisely.” 


ODOT Employee 
Safety & Training 
Corner 
Employee Safety News 


ODOT’s highway maintenance crews 
are well into winter operations. Two 
major things all of us can do to help them 
do their jobs safely and efficiently are: 


> Drive with our lights on, and 
> Allow for extra distance between 
ODOT trucks and our vehicles. 


The snow ODOT blowers throw to the 
side often attracts people wanting to get 
under the shower of snow. This is an 
extremely dangerous practice. Blowers 
often throw road debris buried beneath 
the snow, and the force of the snow can 
knock limbs off trees. Share this tip with 
your kids and neighbors. 

Have a safe and restful holiday season! 


Training News 


Upcoming events for January 2000: 
(dates subject to change, check the HR 
Web) 


New Employees & Managers 


New Employee Orientation 
Salem Jan. 20 

Ethical Decision Making 
Salem Jan. 20 


Special Interest 


Real Time Projects Fundamentals 
Salem Jan. 19 

AASHTO Roadside Design Guide 
Salem Jan. 25 


For the latest employee safety ¢ training 
information, check out the HR Web site 
at: http://intranet.odot.state.or.us/hr/ or 
call our central number at 503/378-6202. 


District 1 — from the staff and crew at Nehalem 
Bay State Park and the Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department Area 1 North Coast. “We would like to 
offer our sincere thanks for all your support and help 
during Danny Blumenthal’s memorial services at 
Oswald West State Park. Everyone was truly touched 
by all the support we received from the community 
and various agencies.” 

Alan Shields and MCTB — from L & T Trucking, 
Corvallis. “Many times government agencies have a 
stigma of poor service. The Motor Carrier Transpor- 
tation Division could not be further from that. 
would like to specifically mention Alan Shields, whose 
knowledge of regulations is admirable.” 

Sandy Maintenance — from the Clackamas 
County Sheriff’s Office. “In every instance where we 
have called upon the ODOT Sandy Crew, they have 
been extremely responsive to our needs. Often the 
people who perform these duties get overlooked, and 
do not receive the kudos they deserve. Clearly the 
ODOT Sandy Crew has answered our calls for help 
above and beyond our expectations.” 

Phillip Gagnier — Clackamas, from Rocky 
Criscola, AmeriCold Logistics general manager, 
Portland. “AmeriCold Logistics would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for helping improve the 
West Side Frontage Road. We appreciate your 
assistance in planning around our busy work hours in 
order to get the job completed.” 

Melody McCarty — Salem, from Shannan 
Putrzenski, Precision Roof Trusses, Inc., Clackamas. 
“In a time when you probably here more complaints 
than compliments, I felt it necessary to let you know 
what a great job Melody McCarty did. I truly 
appreciate the time, effort and courtesy she took in 
assisting me.” 


f Pane itions 


As of October. Compiled from Department of 
Administrative Services personnel data by Human 
Resource Program Services. 


Appointments 


Lisa Bales, data entry operator, Salem. 

Franklin Beebe, highway maintenance specialist, 
Oakridge. 

Gregory Brown, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Stephen Brown, program technician 2, Portland. 

Daryl Cockram, highway maintenance specialist, 
Austin. 

Brian Gardner, highway maintenance worker, 
Springfield. 

Keva Hearn, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Claire Hewitt, information systems specialist 8, Salem. 

Sharon Kautz, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Walter Lenon, parts supply specialist 2, Salem. 

Nora Leyva, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Tamara Marcotte, executive support specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Charles Masten, highway maintenance specialist, 
Klamath Falls. 

Charles Moore, highway maintenance worker, 
White City. 

Barry Nathan, management analyst 2, Salem. 

Roxanne Perez, public service representative 2, Salem. 

Ruth Ramos, transportation services representative 1, 
Gresham. 

Joan Reese, highway maintenance worker, Hermiston. 

Deborah Schoenborn, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Rodney Shields, highway maintenance specialist, 
Cascade Locks. 

Shelley Smith Curtiss, transportation services office 
leader, Enterprise. 


See award 


25 years 


Robin Bower, program technician 1, Salem. 
Thomas Chambers, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Portland. 
Robert Comstock, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 
Ryan Curtis, highway maintenance specialist, 
Cascade Locks. 
Alan Lightner, principal executive/manager D, Salem. 
Dianne Marsh, prinicipal executive/manager C, Salem. 
Brian Newby, principal executive/manager B, 
Clackamas. 
Peter Pulis, highway maintenance worker, Roseburg. 
Terry Snead, highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 


Davis Slough. 
20 years 


Kathleen Beck-Blaine, administrative specialist 2, 
Salem. 

David Breshears, engineering specialist 3, Roseburg. 

Pat Chastain, highway maintenance specialist, Maupin. 

Verne DePlois, fiscal coordinator 2, Salem. 

Jody Frasier, associate transportation engineer, 
Klamath Falls. 

Larry Jacobsen, highway maintenance specialist, 
Enterprise. 

Patrick Miller, property specialist 2, Salem. 

William Ross, highway maintenance specialist, Vale. 

Francis Steffey, highway maintenance specialist, 
Manning. 

Robert Warren, motor carrier specialist 1, La Grande. 

Thomas Weatherford, transportation engineer 2, 


Portland. 
15 years 


Theodore Bechtold, parts supply specialist 3, Salem. 

Bruce Bercot, transportation engineer 1, Beaverton. 

Mohamad Dichari, principal executive/manager E, 
Astoria. 


Debra Vick, principal executive/manager D, Salem. 

William Warncke Jr., environmental program 
coordinator 2, Salem. 

Rhonda Wolf, executive support specialist 2, Salem. 


Promotions 


Jamal Basha, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Portland. 

Lisa Butts, office assistant 2 to office specialist 2, 
Salem. 

Norman Collins, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor to principal executive/manager B, 
Ontario. 

Melody Dozler, office specialist 1 to office specialist 2, 
Salem. 

Timothy Fredette, transportation engineer 1 to 
transportation engineer 2, Portland. 

Laura Hansen, executive support specialist 1 to 
support services supervisor 3, Salem. 

Daniel Herford, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Donald Jordan, principal executive/manager B to 
principal executive/manager E, Salem. 

Thomas Linn, transportation services representative 
1 to transportation services representative 2, 
Portland. 

Aaron Myton, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Portland. 

Wayne Normand, associate transportation engineer 
to transportation engineer 1, Portland. 

Kelly Retzman, personnel officer 1 to personnel 
officer 2, Salem. 

Shawn Stephens, highway maintenance specialist to 
administrative specialist 2, Ashland. 

Alan Wedel, heavy equipment mechanic | to 
principal executive/manager B, Bend. 


George Rathjen, highway maintenance specialist, 
Government Camp. 

Arlene Santana, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 

Carl Toland, right-of-way agent 1, Portland. 


1 0 years 


William Berberick, highway maintenance specialist, 
LaPine. 

Mark Brown, transportation services representative 1, 
Portland. 

Martin Dabovich, highway maintenance specialist, 
Steamboat. 

Charles Erlandson, motor carrier specialist 1, Portland. 

Charles Frazer, motor carrier enforcement officer 1, 
Ashland. 

Beatriz Gabler, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Alyce Grabotin, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Michael Hendrickson, highway maintenance specialist, 
Grants Pass. 

Ronald Herman, motor carrier enforcement officer 1, 
Cascade Locks. 

Shirley Lippincott, transportation services representa- 
tive 1, Medford. 

Larry Matthews, heavy equipment mechanic 1, Bend. 

David Parks, right-of-way agent 1, La Grande. 

Rochelle Sandberg, transportation services representa- 
tive 1, Eugene. 

Betty Tarvin, transportation services representative 1, 
Hillsboro. 

Katherine Tourtillott, highway maintenance specialist, 
Eugene. 

Linda Williams, highway maintenance specialist, 
Ontario. 

Loren Wilson, information systems specialist 6, Salem. 

Joan Wirta, transportation services office leader, 
Hillsboro. 

Crystal Yencich, transportation services representative 1, 
Gresham. 


Obituaries 


Bert Johnson, retired from the La Grande Shop, 
died Nov. 14 in La Grande. He was 82. 

Carl Goldsby, retired from the La Grande Shop, 
died Nov. 15 in La Grande. He was 71. 


Retirements 


As of November. 


Linda Bean, accounting technician 1 with Financial 
Services, Salem, retired after 34 years of service. 

Youngcha Bentley, information systems specialist 5 
with Information Systems, Salem, retired after 16 
years of service. 

John Cooper, right-of-way agent 1 with Technical 
Services, Portland, retired after 16 years of service. 

Sally Cornutt, office specialist 2 with Motor Vehicles, 
Salem, retired after 19 years of service. 

Jean D’Amico, office assistant 2 with Motor Vehicles, 
Salem, retired after 34 years of service. 

Edward Hall, transportation engineer in Region 3, 
Coquille, retired after 5 years of service. 

Betty Ham, office specialist 2 with Motor Vehicles, 
Salem, retired after 13 years of service. 

Bill Hayden, program technician 2 with Civil Rights, 
Salem, retired after 29 years of service. 

Charles Hickman, heavy equipment mechanic | 
with Support Services, Salem, retired after 25 
years of service. 

Christopher Horton, engineering specialist 2 with 
Region 2, Eugene, retired after 20 years of service. 

Beverly James, information systems specialist 8 with 
Information Systems, retired after 33 years of service. 

Robert Killion, transportation maintenance special- 
ist 2 with Region 2, Warrenton, retired after 8 
years of service. 

Orren Kulland, transportation maintenance specialist 2 
with Region 2, Seaside, retired after 8 years of service. 

Bonnie Layton, accounting technician 3 with Financial 
Services, Salem, retired after 35 years of service. 

Larry Lindley, principal executive/manager D with 
Region 2, Eugene, retired after 34 years of service. 

William Lorenz, governmental auditor 2 with 
Financial Services, Salem, retired after 14 years of 
service. 

Vernon Lowry, highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor with Region 3, Canyonville, retired 
after 31 years of service. 

Dennis Matney, principal executive/manager D with 
Technical Services, Salem, retired after 28 years of 
service. 

Daniel Pfenning, project coordinator with Motor 
Carrier, Salem, retired after 29 years of service. 
Danny Ryan, transportation maintenance specialist 2 
with Region 5, Ontario, retired after 33 years of 

service. 

William Schlaht, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2 with Region 1, Boring, retired after 20 
years of service. 

Terence Shelton, administrative specialist 2 with 
Region 3, Central Point, retired after 29 years of 
service. 

Sharon Smelser, principal executive/manager A with 
Motor Carrier, Salem, retired after 30 years of 
service. 

David Stepp, transportation services representative | 
with Motor Vehicles, Salem, retired after 23 years 
of service. 

John Stucky, transportation engineer with Region 4, 
Klamath Falls, retired after 35 years of service. 

Georgiana Ulberg, information systems specialist 6 
with Information Systems, Salem, retired after 30 
years of service. 

Larry Vallad, transportation engineer 2 with Region 
2, Newport, retired after 28 years of service. 

Robert Warberg, fiscal coordinator 2 with Financial 
Services, Salem, retired after 27 years of service. 

Dale West, transportation maintenance specialist 2 
with Region 1, Portland, retired in October after 
24 years of service. 


ODOT estimates the Thanksgiving weekend floods caused 
$2 million damage to state highways in western Oregon 


he figures include the costs of repairing 

six major highways in five counties. 
Hardest hit were Lincoln and Tillamook 
counties. ODOT estimated it will cost about 
$400,000 to stabilize a slide at Cascade 
Head on U.S. 101, and $600,000 to repair 
Oregon 18 three miles east of the 
Tillamook/Lincoln County line. Repairs to 
Oregon 6 east of Tillamook added another 
$125,000 to the total on the coast. Flooding 
along Oregon 35 in Hood River County 
caused about $600,000 damage. 


Ernie Keiski (left) and Paul Meyers (right), both from District 4, brief Director 


Grace Crunican on damage to Oregon 18. 


Southwest dispatch center celebrates year one 


S outhwest Oregon’s Region 3 commemorated 
the first anniversary of service by its Station 3 
dispatch center last month. 

ODOT has four dispatch centers located in 
Portland (Station 1), Salem (Station 2), Central 
Point (Station 3) and Bend (Station 4). Station 3’s 
coverage area encompasses Douglas, Coos and 
Curry counties in District 7, Josephine and 
Jackson counties in District 8, as well as portions 
of Klamath, Lake and Harney counties in District 
Le 

Mike Spaeth, assistant District 8 manager, 
oversaw the development of Station 3 since its 
initial development in July 1998. 

“T used Station 2 as a benchmark and also 
looked at what the OSP (Oregon State Police) 
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dispatchers were doing down here,” Spaeth said. “I 
wanted Station 3 to match up to the level of 
service that OSP had been providing.” 

“Station 3 has exceeded our greatest expecta- 
tions,” District 8 Manager John Vial said. “Some- 
times you don’t know what you had been missing. 
The assistance with information to and from 
ODOT has increased dramatically as a result of 
Station 3.” 

After initially operating with six dispatchers, 
Station 3 heads into its second season with a staff 
of seven — Cindy Cox, Leslie Elbon, Zona 
Erickson, Stephanie Goodenough, Kathy Hawes, 
Jackie Tiller and Joni Tomlinson. 

ODOT?’s dispatchers work alongside Oregon 
State Police dispatchers in a new Southern Region 
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“These figures likely will increase as we 
continue to assess the damage,” said Gary 
Johnson, ODOT Region 2 Manager. “Our 
engineers continue to look at areas where 
we had problems and develop plans for 
fixing the highways.” 

Money to fix the storm damage will 
come from state highway coffers, Johnson 
said. ODOT could get federal funds to fix 
the roads if Gov. John Kitzhaber declares 
the affected counties as disaster areas. W 


facility located in Central Point. Prior to the 
move, ODOT operated out of a training room 
with older equipment on loan from OSP. Accord- 
ing to Spaeth, the move into the new facility last 
April was another great boost to Station 3. 

“We ended up with brand new, state-of-the-art 
equipment and the most up-to-date technology 
in the state,” Spaeth said. “The dispatchers (OSP 
and ODOT) work so well together that you 
couldn't tell that there are two different agencies 
at work in the same room. It is an excellent 
partnership that we feel very fortunate to have.” 
(Written by Jared Castle, Region 3 information 
representative, 541/957-3656.) W 


